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MEMORANDUY% FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

FROM : John H, Wallzr
Inspector General

SUEJECT ¢+ Washington Star Story, 1 October 1375

1. This is for your informztion only.

2. Onl October 1976 the Washinaton Star published a rews .
story with an Associated Press crecit line, headlined ClA
Viewed Oswald As Information Source (copy zitached), Tke
lead stated:

Contrary to sworn testimozay, the CIA once con-
sidered using presidential assassin Lee Harvey
Oswald as a source of intelligence information -
about the Sovict Union, according {o a newly .
released CIA document,

In sworn testimony before the Warren Conmmission,
former CIA Director Richard Helms said the

Agency never had "or even coatemplated' any e -
contacts with Oswald, e,
’ ®.
The news story, in anothar section, made the following ' Nt
. .

statement:

The November 25, 1953, memo explained that
the Agency's interest in Oswald as a potential
intelligence source was due to his "unusual
behavior in the USSR, " to whkich he had defected
in 1959,
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3. Theare was such a memorandur:, weitten by & case
‘.3 officer then stationed in Paris, recently released under FOIA,
Writing three doys after Pre: (dent Keuredy's asszssination,
this casc officer recalled that there Yad Lesw interest in Oswald,
- As soon as I had heard Oswald's name, [ recalled
that as Chief of the 6 Branch I had discussed --
sometime in the summer of 19690 ~- <with the then
Chief and Deputy Chrief of the 5 Re¢seasch 52 -ion
the laying on of interview (s) througt W TUMLD oy
other suitable channels . ., ,

1 remember that Oswald's unusual behavior in the
USSR had struck me {from the moment ! had re:.d
the first ODACID dispatch oa him, and I told my
subordinates something armcunting to *Don': push
too hard to get the informaticn we need, because
this individual look: odd, '

+ o « « Ido not know whzt action developed there-
after * e s e

4, The Helms testimony before the Warren Commission
on this subject was as follows: .

Mr. Helms. On Mr. McCone's behalf, I had all

’ " our records searched to see if there had been
any contacts at any time prior to President Kennedy's
assassination by anyone in the Centril Intelligence
Agency with Lee Harvey Oswald. We checked our
card files and our personal files and all our records.

Now this check turned out to be negative. In addition
I got in touch with those officers who were in positions
of responsibility at the times in question to see if
anybody had any recollection of any contact having
cven been suggested with this man. This also turned
out to be negative, so there is no material in the
Central Intelligence Agency, either in the records or
in the mind of any of the individuals, that there was
any contact had or even contemplated with kim.
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5. Mr. Helms did state exactly the words quoted in the - -
news story -- ‘'or even contemplated.'* But the context of
those words was what was reported to him as the result of
a scarch of records and memories. To this day those
familiar with the extensive GOswald records state that there
is no reflection in those records tha: anyone cven undertook:
to proposc or approve a contact with Oswald. It would have
been natural to do so, but apparently any such thoughts did
not progress to formal action. From the memorandum
quoted, it is 2pparent that someone at Branch level iid think '
about it, even if uothing ever came of it. This hardly con-
stitutes a responsible or official or serious ''contemplation®
of the idea. Mr. Helms' [ull statement on this point seems
literally corcect in the full context of his statement, although
more refined qualifications might have rciterated the basis
for his concl:sions. The news story is misleading on this
point.

6. The news story statement that Oswald was considered
due to his ""unusual behavior in the USSR, ' is exactly the
opposite of the statements of the quoted memorandum, which
reported the carc that should be used if Cswald were approached,
because of his strange conduct,

7. The statement in the news story about Mr. Dulles
consulting with Agency personnel on how to answer questioas
is basically true. The interpretation to be placed on this
counseiling will depend on the interpreter. The infercace of
the news story is that Mr. Dulles was counselling slanted
responses on the Oswald issue, thereby tending to rcinforce
the interpretation of deception attributed to Mr. Helms.
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Contr2ry t3.swor Lestumony, the

CIA on-e coasideded using presidea-
133 as3as3ia Lee Harvey Oswald asa s
source of “iateliizance. infocmaticn..
about a2 Sovie. Unlox, actording to .
ane'ﬂ/ —e.::x..e Ctadocurmant. .. . R
in sworn iectimoay beiore - the'
Wamrea - Cv...musxa-\ ;- formers, CINT]
Diracias Rickard, Helms said tha- |

sneacy maver padlMer oven contemel

p!;\.‘*d " any can ._ac’.s witaOswald,

e ..e-li/ released docx..'r.e.-...
writtza by aneaildentifizd CIA oflices |

- thrae dovs zf.-r President John Fu
Fennedy was kilied in Daliason ivev.
27, 1553, 23 that-twe showad intele: .
“liganczial :e;.. ia Osw:xld :-..-.J dis..
I:y. 2 on o i:xtz:‘- §

. TB 1!:}’.0. X TAS A.JO).‘G hux-
-de2ds of pa"*s~ ci. cocumeats frorn -
the CIA's iilzen ‘Les Hacvey (\sw"'d.~
“The matzeial wasireleased fo The |
‘Associated P’cs; )eswre:y vader

therr" 223mof Information Ack.” - - .0
1+ A.secoadidocument -reveals that:
< former <IN Dicector Allen DL‘.!E.-,

4'while s2rvinz as.a member ol the-

Warrea Commission,’ privatzly couney
selzd CL\ cilicials on e best way o
answece cuestions-from the conc:x;-
sioa abo nllezations that Oswald
was 3 ClA Aooalon o- e suise s
"'“cu"h angulg o \vl“:ch
m:u. it ¢tzas thnl I.»e lXar':-" o} 28
vald was navaran °"~p'.oye or. a"e..L
of Cla =013 suliice,” an unidexti-
fied CIA oliicar wrote ‘Halras in Apzil

15354, R - \ LT e -

*f agoex with hiea that a care.uuj
p‘n....c.d t.::-.:.zl of the chnrges of in-
volyrnand "nt.n Oswﬂd seemed rmost
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W TVIhea he a,..':earsd balora i 'xe com-
missiva ia May- 1854, He Ims, then
‘head ol. the agensy's. !cr'-s.n-
-services, tesulizd undor: cath that
. “there’s no ‘matecial in e Contzal
Jateliizzace T Agency.: either ia the
.recards or ia the miad of any ol the
. individuals that there.was aay cans
la..t had cr even com.e'-xpx ted wita™
Oawald. . sl

TITE N0V, 55,1883, n'eno °xph..
that the ; *;:e::cy s interest in Gswald
a3 a potential intellizence souree was

_duz lo ht “*uenusuai blavioe in thy
Us.éq &u \e}uc‘\ h-' had dc.:cled ia
- : PRSP AR

e wers partx.ularly interestcd

“ia the ("elc:t:d) Oswald mizht pro-

-wide oa ths Minsk factory ia which he
:‘x.a bzea employed, oa corlsia sae-
tiozs of e c;.y itseil, and of course

%Rt the usual {deleted) that
X d '.'elop {Czietad) parson-
.ah.;x..ss':.., *the memo states. :
.. The m2mo iadicates.that Oswaid.
w..s also ol ’est 'o the. C!A be--

.part d l:c-xd Io:' Sov: t women 12

-macry fereigaers,.le ave tha cour
‘and scila overszas w 2re thcy cou! d
s'rve a3 =;ne,.

RN .<-:« -

1 T3 ag:m.y s
‘interast ‘i’ O *.a.ld san:l the cistus-
‘sions ..J:r:: Cswaid c-\.cz.r'e.i-"sc e
time in summer. 1953, m.. uihor

c?-x.:::'.: <271 doa't recall if this Was,
discussed vihila Oswald.and his f*rm-
Iy wwere on coute to our coun .ry o it it
was after trsirarrival.” s T
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